
The Annual Paper Airplane Contest 

 

This year the Stoney Creek Flight School will hold their annual paper airplane flying 

contest on September 15.  Students in year three will be working in groups and will 

design one plane. 

 

All planes will be designed to fly for as long as possible in the air (time) and over a long 

distance from a target.  The plane will need to travel in a straight-line path. 

 

Three awards will be given at this contest.  One will be given to the group whose plane 

stays in the air the longest; another to the group whose plane travels the longest 

straight-line path, and the final award is an overall award given to the group who wins 

the contest.   

 

 

 

 

 

Investigation 

 

In the past years, the judges have had problems with deciding how to select a winner 

and how to judge the contest.  Using the given data from the previous years, find a way 

to help the judges decide on the overall winner of the contest. 

 

Write a letter to the judges of the contest explaining to them how to determine who wins 

each of the categories (time in the air and distance travelled in a straight-line path) and 

how to decide the winner of the overall award for the contest.   

  



Results from the Annual Paper Airplane Contest (previous year) 

 

Team Attempts Time in the Air 
(seconds) 

Distance travelled in  
a straight path 

(meters) 

 
Team A 

1 2 11 

2 2 12 

3 scratch scratch 

 
Team B 

1 3 12 

2 1 7 

3 1 8 

 
Team C 

1 1 9 

2 3 11 

3 2 11 

 
Team D 

 

1 3 12 

2 scratch scratch 

3 1 8 

 
Team E 

1 2 9 

2 1 10 

3 2 13 

 
Team F 

1 1 9 

2 2 11 

3 scratch scratch 

 


