
The Better Box Problem 

 

The dimensions of a typical cereal box measure approximately 2 in wide x 6 in long x 12 in high.  

The design of a cereal box has not changed much over many years.  Jenna is always looking 

for ways to recycle and reuse the paperboard used to construct the box because she cares 

about the environment. She wonders if there is a better way to package cereal using less paper 

but maintaining the same volume. Can you help Jenna?  

 

● Is there a better cereal box that would have the same volume as the original cereal box but 

use less paper? 

● How much paper is saved? 

● What other factors might a cereal company take into consideration when considering a 

change in packaging dimensions.  How does each box address these factors? 

 


